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Anyone can be a data journalist

@smfrogers
simonrogers.net

trends.google.com
newslab.withgoogle.com
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Proprietary + Confidential

We are a global team within the Google News Initiative that empowers 
the advancement of reporting & storytelling around the world.
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Getting started
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Richard Scarry
1919-1994



© Google — Confidential and Proprietary



© Google — Confidential and Proprietary



© Google — Confidential and Proprietary



© Google — Confidential and Proprietary



© Google — Confidential and Proprietary

We are engaged by pictures long before we 
learn to read 
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Anyone can do it
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“NOW FORM A BAND”

1. This is a chord
2. This is another
3. This is a third

1. This is a dataset
2. This is another
3. Here are some free 
tools

NOW BE A DATA JOURNALIST
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Data journalism is mainstream



CONFIDENTIAL

And it’s global



630

330

57

51%
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The tools are
getting better
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John Burn-Murdoch
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Life as a data journalist can be like…
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Data Journalism 
Handbook
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Not about being a coder
(but it can help)
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Size *is* everything



Big



Big



Honest

2018:
Gun control 
vs
Gun shop



Honest

After Philly
Gun control 
vs
Gun shop



Changing attitudes



trends.google.com





Immediate 
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Being open
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Process, process,
process
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googletrends.github.io/data
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“The new world will be a place 
of answers and no questions, 
because the only questions 
left will be answered by 
computers, because only 
computers will know what to 
ask.”

James Cameron, 1969
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All about telling stories…
…in the best way possible
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smf.rogers@gmail.com
@smfrogers
simonrogers.net

trends.google.com
newslab.withgoogle.com


