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Data stories
with The Pudding
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● dense

● complex

● static/non-interactive

● often not accompanied by an easy-to-follow narrative

Data academia & data science
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● beautiful

● abstract

● compelling

● complex

Data art



Data academia
& data science
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Data art

Data storytelling
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Data stories
with The Pudding
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How did we get 
where we are today?
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John Snow’s Cholera map

Charles Joseph Minard’s march diagram
Florence Nightingale’s rose chart
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J Alexander Diaz/Lakers.com Richard Johnson/The National Post Jan Diehm/HuffPost Alberto Lucas López/SCMP

https://www.nba.com/lakers/multimedia/121205kobe30Kinfographic
http://visualoop.com/infographics/common-cents
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/lethal-injection-drugs_n_4979654%3Fguccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cDovL2phbmRpZWhtZGVzaWducy5jb20vbG9uZ2Zvcm0taW5mb2dyYXBoaWNz&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAIsqwzOmWmT9x1W0cRS6bcv24_ktIvUNMIb2FaNdyVR139EILPbyweHw7feXsDX3S1K6Sb3Y4SsFmmEhaAfrxWD_NQz0BHnNpJ4Wa1Fxuv30F-C4I9NZCRT_7zWmO4hx0SV8NvSt0zZxdXz6osEIROI5PPoRb6m2AVDZRIcYZhQ5
http://visualoop.com/infographics/stratocaster
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Snowfall, The New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/projects/2012/snow-fall/index.html
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Jan Diehm/The Guardian (unpublished)

Jan Diehm/The Guardian (unpublished)
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What does a data 
story look like now?
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Scrollytelling 
● Twenty Years of the NBA Redrafted

The Pudding

● Going Gray
Reuters

● Here’s How America Uses Its Land
Bloomberg News

https://pudding.cool/2017/03/redraft/
https://graphics.reuters.com/JAPAN-AGING/010091PB2LH/index.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2018-us-land-use/
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Microstories 
● Data illustrations

Mona Chalabi

● Dear Data
Giorgia Lupi and Stefanie Posavec

● The Daily Chart
The Economist

https://www.instagram.com/monachalabi/%3Fhl=en
http://www.dear-data.com/
https://www.economist.com/node/21011894
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Non-traditional 
● Apollo 11: As They Shot It

The New York Times

● Concussion Protocol
Josh Begley

● Borderline
The Washington Post

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/07/18/science/apollo-11-moon-landing-photos-ul.html
https://vimeo.com/channels/staffpicks/253738508
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/national/us-mexico-border-flyover/%3Fnoredirect=on&utm_term=.e35dc36d2b58
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Explainers
● Parable of the Polygons

Vi Hart and Nicky Case

● How To: Tune a Guitar
Matthew Conlen and Alex Kale

● Let’s Learn about Waveforms
The Pudding

https://ncase.me/polygons/
https://mathisonian.github.io/idyll/how-to-tune-a-guitar/
https://pudding.cool/2018/02/waveforms/


MODULE 6 |   VIDEO 3

Data stories
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How do you find 
stories?
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🤷
Question

first

📊
Data

second
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Where do your 
questions come from?
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🚫
The bad news

💡
The good news
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How do you make 
sure your idea is 
interesting?
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🗯
Sparks intense 

debate or 
discussion

💬
Gently pitch the 

idea to others and 
get feedback

😍
Trust your 
instincts
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What types of stories 
make for successful 
data stories?



MODULE 6 |   VIDEO 3

👍Works
● DATA!

● Universal truths
● Visuals help 

communicate the story

● Question driven

👎 Doesn’t work
● Highly personal

● Stuff that “boils the ocean”
● Too obvious - “water is 

wet”
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1. Question
2.        Data
3.        Storyboard
4.        Design
5.        Development
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2. Data
3.        Storyboard
4.        Design
5.        Development

1.        Questions
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R programming Python Node.js

QGIS Google Sheets/ExcelMySQL
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3. Storyboard
4.        Design
5.        Development

1.        Questions
2.        Data
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Small to big Big to small
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4. Design
5.        Development

1.        Questions
2.        Data
3.        Storyboard
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Google sheets Flourish

ObservableQGIS
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3 questions
for creating
a chart
Chartable blog, Datawrapper
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5. Development

1.        Questions
2.        Data
3.        Storyboard
4.        Design
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+
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Data stories
with The Pudding
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Spend the majority 
of time crafting 
the story.
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It’s equally important 
to show as tell.
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👀
Show

📣
Tell

+ 🤯
Powerful

connection

=
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Know how your 
audience interacts 
with your piece.
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● Although a lot of readers may never interact with your 
piece, the most loyal will 

● They allow readers to dig deep and explore the full dataset

● They can pull back the curtain, making data more 
transparent and trustworthy

● And they can add whimsy and personal connections to 
your story
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Embrace the ‘littles of 
visualization design.’
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Orientation 
assistance or 
mini maps
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Integrated 
graphics into 
text 
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Fading small 
values
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Seamless 
help
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Reader 
guides
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Have fun!
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Lance 
Stevenson 
blowing data 
points
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Condom 
clippy 
assistance
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Progressive 
scrolling sad 
emoji
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Republican 
themed 
constellations
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8-bit painting 
candidates
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Data stories
with The Pudding
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● Starts with a question

● Big to small narrative

● Scrollytelling

● No traditional charts

● Whimsical design elements

Pockets
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● Starts with a question

● Big to small narrative

● No traditional charts

● Animation

Hyphenated last names
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● Starts with a question

● Scrollytelling (x2)

● Animation

Colorism in Vogue
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Why is 
experimentation 
important?
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● If no one broke the rules, data viz would be boring

● Keeps the readers (and us!) interested

● Doesn’t limit the storytelling by the delivery

● Experiments add to the whole industry’s toolkit
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How do you know 
when to break the 
rules?
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👍When to break
● There’s a better way to tell 

the story

● If the story is more light 
hearted

● For a connection with the 
reader

👎When to follow
● You’re at risk of deceiving 

the reader

● There are already heavily 
ingrained patterns 



MODULE 6 |   VIDEO 5

Building 
sankey-ish 
diagrams
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Rendering 
code to video 
and building 
an off-platform 
experience
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Using the 
entire page 
as a chart, 
variable 
thickness 
band charts, 
and audio 
narration 
triggers
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Pivoting 
scatterplot
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Speedruns
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Political fonts
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Florida man
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● Don’t forget to participate in the discussion forums and quizzes
● Also be sure to check out the Facebook group for this course
● If you have any questions for me post them in the “Questions 

for the instructors forum”
● Post questions related to the course platform in the “Questions 

about the course platform”

That’s a wrap!
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● Twitter: @puddingviz
● Instagram: the.pudding

www.pudding.cool


