
Module 4 
Using data in investigations

Denise Malan, Investigative Reporters & Editors

Lecture 1: What data can do for your stories



Structured data 



The data journalism process 

● Identify
● Obtain
● Evaluate/bulletproof
● Clean
● Analyze/report
● Visualize
● Publish



Why do journalists use data?
Context: Find the big picture & pattern

Anecdotes: Find good examples that drive the story home

Watchdog: Test government procedures, industry claims, etc.

Unique stories: Uncovering/compiling information no one has seen

Interactivity: Make your stories more visual, engaging and personalized



Examples



https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/schools-puerto-rico-plans-close-displaced-students.html
https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/schools-puerto-rico-plans-close-displaced-students.html
https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/schools-puerto-rico-plans-close-displaced-students.html




https://rutasdelconflicto.com/


How we did it (slides)

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/leafs-tickets-1.4613313
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/ticketmaster-prices-scalpers-bruno-mars-1.4826914
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S7lYVGWY8Ck-VUhGzHCLCh-XEWWrNk_GikNwHn5vMbk/edit?ts=5c8048f2#slide=id.p


Finding data



Finding data for your stories

● Google
● Open data portals
● Journalism organizations: Aleph
● Sourcing & using open records laws
● Crowd sourcing/building your own from paper 

documents
● Course resource: International data tipsheet

https://aleph.occrp.org/
https://drive.google.com/a/ire.org/file/d/1nHOd5DmRU1JvMJNDoulpfowmMycQHS-R/view?usp=sharing

